Why do Catholics believe that Jesus Christ was God the Son--the
Second Person of the Holy Trinity? Would it not be more reasonable
to believe that He was a great and holy man... a religious leader of
exceptional talent and dedication... a prophet?

Catholics believe that Jesus was God the Son, incarnate in human flesh,
firstly because God's physical manifestation on earth, plus all the
circumstances of that manifestation, were prophesied time and again in
Divine Revelation, and Jesus fulfilled that prophecy right to the letter;
secondly, because He claimed that He was God (John 10:30, 14:9-10 and
numerous other passages), and He never deceived anyone; thirdly, because
He proved His divinity by His impeccable holiness and the flawless perfection
of His doctrine; fourthly, because only God could have performed the
miracles He performed miracles such as walking on the sea, feeding five
thousand people with five loaves of bread and two fish, and, after His death
on the Cross, resurrecting Himself from His own tomb; fifthly, because only
God could have, in the brief space of three years, without military conquest,
without political power, without writing a single line or traveling more than a
few score miles, so profoundly affected the course of human events; sixthly,
because only God can instill in the soul of man the grace and the peace and
the assurance of eternal salvation that Jesus instills.

Frequently Asked Questions about the Catholic Church courtesy of The Augustine Club at Columbia
University.

The Augustine Club

Adapted from the booklet The Catholic Church Has the Answer by Paul Whitcomb,

published by TAN Books and Publishers, Rockford, IL 1986



http://www.columbia.edu/cu/augustine/

